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EDUCATION CORRIDOR CONCEPT PLAN LOOKING AHEAD
Achieving big dreams takes a lot of hard 
work, and that’s what’s ahead. As with any 
large project involving multiple stakeholders, 
collaboration, cooperation, persistence, and 
a healthy dose of patience are needed if the 
Education Corridor is to become a reality - 
build-out is anticipated to take 10 - 15 years.

Today, the plan calls for Stimson Lumber Co. 
to remove all structures from the DeArmond 
mill site and ensure the property meets EPA 
environmental standards. Ownership of the 
mill site is expected to transfer to North 
Idaho College in late 2008 or early 2009.
In the near term, the City of Coeur 
d’Alene and the Lake City Development 
Corporation will evaluate site infrastructure 
improvements involving streets, sewers, 
utilities, the Centennial Trail and other public 
pathways.

The University of Idaho will likely be the 
first to begin building on the site. The 
University has plans for an estimated multi-
million dollar facility, largely funded by 
private donations to the University of Idaho 
Foundation. The University of Idaho’s hope 
is to acquire a portion of the mill site from 
NIC for this building. It will likely be several 
years, however, before construction begins.

Beyond the University of Idaho’s preliminary 
plans, there are no specific projects proposed 
at this time.  Land will be available to NIC 
for expansion to fulfill its mission and 
promise to the community; but much more 
public discussion will be needed to determine 
exactly what programs to expand and what 
facilities will be required.

The initiative will require a collaboration of 
state legislators, State Board of Education, 
local government officials, the NIC Board 
of Trustees, the public and the Lake City 
Development Corporation, among others.  
Together we will create a home with room 
to grow for the University of Idaho, North 
Idaho College, Lewis-Clark State College, 
Idaho State University and Boise State 
University.

The Education Corridor represents a major 
investment in our community’s future. It 
will drive our local economy’s growth; create 
high-paying jobs; prepare students to enter 
the workforce; generate millions in public 
revenue; and ready North Idaho to thrive 
long into the future. Beyond that, it secures 
public access to our precious waterfront for 
generations to come, creating a unique public 
place that feeds the mind, the body, and the 
soul. 

6



A RIVER ROAD RUNS THROUGH IT

What is public space, if separated from its public 
use? Alone, the former is merely a question of 
title, a dull and lifeless document recorded and 
filed with the county clerk. Inclusive of the latter, 
however, it becomes a vibrant public place where 
community life is enhanced...enriched...enlivened.

Imagine driving east on Northwest Boulevard or 
walking/biking the Centennial Trail east from 
Riverstone. Drivers, turn right onto Hubbard 

Avenue and meander through a “river of pines” toward its confluence with River Road, the heart of the 
Education Corridor vision.

The University of Idaho is here, Lewis-Clark State College there, North Idaho College everywhere. There’s a 
café; a bookstore; students, faculty, staff, and community members mingling; there’s Idaho State University 
and Boise State, too; and open space, lots of it connected by biking and walking paths along the Spokane River. 

It’s a state--of-the--art, multi-institutional college campus where students of all ages and abilities come to 
unleash their potential; where our institutions of higher learning collaboratively meet the needs of a growing 
community; and where citizens come to enjoy the cultural richness, natural beauty, and collegial atmosphere 
they’ve created. 

But there’s more here, much more. 

Vastly expanded programming offered in the 
health and social sciences, liberal arts, and 
professional-technical fields; increased efficiencies 
created through shared facilities and other 
resources such as student housing and other 
endless possibilities.  

For example, camouflaged by the foliage, and 
resting behind a landscaped berm buffering it 

from the main corridor sits a tremendous resource thought at first to be the project’s Achilles Heel: the city’s 
wastewater treatment plant. 

Modern technology can make it possible to create the energy that could be used to meet some or all of the 
Corridor’s needs.

And just to the west of the plant stands the old Osprey Restaurant building which could provide a location 
for a University of Idaho water quality educational and research lab...

The Education Corridor is more than a place of higher learning, although it is indeed that; it’s also a creator 
of jobs and economic growth, and a community gathering place, one that provides and protects access to the 
waterfront for generations to come; a vibrant place among tree-lined streets; a place that embodies in one 
location what a community can accomplish through cooperation and collaboration. 

Hubbard Ave. Rendering

River Rd. Rendering
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Q: WHY NOT BUILD A CAMPUS SOMEWHERE LESS EXPENSIVE?

A: There are a number of reasons that make the DeArmond mill site the logical choice for expansion of the 
Education Corridor:

1. NIC’s campus is deed-restricted, it cannot feasibly be moved.

2.  Students pursuing 4-year degrees locally must attend NIC and either LCSC or University 
of Idaho to graduate and are often enrolled at two schools simultaneously. Locating the 4-year 
schools miles away from NIC and requiring students to attend classes, meet with professors, 
and speak with advisors in both locations wouldn’t make sense.

3.  Co-locating the schools saves taxpayer money by eliminating the need for building, 
operating, and maintaining redundant facilities like the library and student union. With the 
schools close together, they can share these and other facilities.

4.  Additionally, the schools could provide joint student services. 

Q:  DOESN’T BUILDING THE EDUCATION CORRIDOR ON THE WATERFRONT REMOVE PRIME REAL ESTATE FROM THE 
CITY’S PROPERTY TAX ROLLS? WOULDN’T WE BE BETTER OFF ALLOWING THE MILL SITE TO BE PRIVATELY DEVELOPED? 

A: Yes, and no. The project is envisioned as a mixed-use development. Only the property dedicated to education 
and public space would remain off property tax rolls, the rest could be developed to generate property tax 
revenue.

Regardless, the study completed by Economic Modeling Specialists, Inc.
(EMSI) concludes that the potential economic impact of expanding the
Education Corridor exceeds the estimated property tax revenue from private
development.

SMARTER TOGETHER

Q: HAS THE PUBLIC BEEN INCLUDED IN DISCUSSIONS ABOUT THE EDUCATION CORRIDOR PROJECT? 

A: Yes. Discussions date back some 25 years but talks have become more urgent recently with the closing of the 
DeArmond mill.

The goal of establishing the Education Corridor was set in 2007 when the City updated its 
comprehensive plan. The process included input from hundreds of residents through the city’s 
many volunteer committees, boards, neighborhood and business groups, city departments, and the 
City Council. 

In 2008, development of NIC’s 5-year Strategic Plan included hundreds of residents who took part 
in surveys, focus groups, discussion groups, and volunteer committees all dealing with a wide-
range of topics related to the community’s 
goals for the college and higher education 
in general; the input was clear: acquire 
property to expand higher education 
opportunities in North Idaho. 

Q: WILL THERE BE A PUBLIC VOTE TO SEE IF THE  
EDUCATION CORRIDOR PROJECT SHOULD GO 
FORWARD? 

A: There are no plans to put the project to a vote. Our elected officials and educational leaders are making a 
good faith attempt to achieve the already expressed goals of the community. The master plan for the Education 
Corridor is highly conceptual at this point and will evolve over time. When specific expansion proposals are 
made, there’ll be more opportunities for public input.   
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For more than a century lumber mills largely 
drove the economy upon which our community 
built its hopes, its dreams, its future. But today 
we are in transition. The closing of the DeArmond 
mill - the last of seven mills that once operated 
here - signals the end of an era. Ahead of us is 
a future economy marked by the demands of a 
changing world. To be prepared we must invest 
in the development of another precious natural 
resource: the human mind.

Solving tomorrow’s challenges requires new 
skills: creative problem-solving, critical thinking, 
research, and the outright questioning of our 
basic assumptions about how the world works. 
We must make the transition from the  economic 
realities of the 20th Century to 
those of the 21st.

THE VISION

EDUCATION CORRIDOR 
POTENTIAL IMPACTS
Adds $38 million to regional earnings 
over 20 years.

Generates a total of $9 million more 
in regional fiscal impacts over 10 years 
than would be raised by property tax 
alone if the mill site was developed 
commercially, $17.8 million more over 20 
years.

Accommodates an estimated 2% 
annual enrollment increase across all 
institutions serving an additional 12,000 
students by 2028.

Creates 139 temporary full-time jobs 
during construction phases and 889 
permanent full-time jobs by 2028.

Sets the stage for up to $35 million in 
increased federal and state grant funding 
by 2018.

The average earnings per resident will 
also grow in conjunction with increased 
educational output.

- EMSI, Regional Impact Scenario 
and Analysis for 

Education Corridor Expansion

Incredibly, before us is a very real opportunity 
to build upon the rich traditions of our past by 
transforming the once proud sawmill site into 
a place of higher learning which will help drive 
generations of economic growth and individual 
prosperity. 

More than 25 years in the making, the Education 
Corridor, now shown in its conceptual stage, 
is the shared vision of a community looking 
forward. It is a public space with a sense of 
purpose, a bold initiative of visionary community 
members, public officials, and educational leaders 
dedicated to improving learning opportunities, 
economic growth, and the quality of life for all  
          who call North Idaho home.


